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ASU to host Mexican
tech startups at SkySong

Uptol0
companies will
be selected

By DONNA HOGAN
TRIBUNE

Arizona State Uni-
versity plans to make
room for up to 10 Mexi-
can high-tech startup
companies in its of-
fices at SkySong, the
in-progress makeover

of Scottsdale’s former
Los Arcos Mall into an
ASU research center at
Scottsdale and McDow-
ell roads.

Scottsdale will get the
sixth version of the Mexi-
can “technology busi-
ness accelerator,” dubbed
TechBA, said Julia Rosen,
ASU’s associate vice presi-
dent for innovation and en-
trepreneurship.

- It will be funded mostly
by the Mexican govern-
ment, she said.

ASU will kick in new
university staff positions to
run the operation, Rosen
said, but she did not know
how many of those jobs
would be created or when.

The university plans to
launch the program in Jan-
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: o ¢ p panies already in the fa-
i Al ( ~ cilities, Rosen said.
ot ; g Besides providing of-
- SkySong - SCOTTSDALE . fice space for those se-
S S ; lected to join TechBA,
7 ~ McDowell Rd. ASU will offer consult-
2 =g 3! ing, contacts and other
= ko g support services to
g‘? g = help the companies get
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i .,‘,..:u.,.Q:.._..'._,._..,.A.‘./ g Y | R customers,
! s 3 floﬂ “ The idea, she said,
H i TR
TEMEE : % is to help the Mexican
. CurryRd. . : ; businesses become suc-
o B cessful. If they succeed,
e mw; e /:&,ru-:; they may do business

Scott Kirchhofer/TRIBUNE with U.S. companies or

uary with a series of class-
es and seminars aimed at
culling potential Mexican
startups to fill the busi-
ness-accelerator slots.

ASU can host up to 15
hopefuls for the prelimi-
nary portion of the pro-
gram, which is expected
to continue through April,
she said. Later, the univer-
sity and the Mexican gov-
ernment will select up to
10 of the best companies
to move forward with, she
said.

The university occupies
‘one floor in one of the two
SkySong buildings built so
far, and it is housing several
international startup com-

eventually 'set up some

U.S.-based operations
and potentially hire U.S.
workers, she said.

Mexico is Arizona’s big-
gest trading partner, said
Barry Broome, president
of the Greater Phoenix
Economic Council, and
the state has a big stake in
keeping the Mexican econ-
omy humming,

“There is really no such
thing as a U.S. capital mar-
ket or a US. job market,”
he said. “This should be a
profit center for the state
and for the region.”
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